
2026 Supply Chain Analytics Institute Annual Conference, June 22-23, 2026 

Rutgers Business School, 1 Washington Park, Newark, NJ 07102 

 

Monday, June 22, 2026 

Time (EDT) Speakers/Panelists Topics 

9:00-9:10 Lei Lei 
Dean, Rutgers Business School 

Michael Leen 
VP, Sales and Marketing, Bristlecone 

Opening Remarks 

9:10-9:55 Julian Hooks 
CPO, Johnson & Johnson 

Technology Enabled Third Party Risk 
Management 

9:55-10:45 Panel Discussion 
Lauren Aulson 
Executive Director, Merck North America Supply Chain Operations 

Mahesh Harvu 
Industry Transformation Advisor – Manufacturing & Aerospace, Microsoft 

Michael Luber 
Vice President of Business Transformation & Operational Excellence at Liberty Coca-
Cola Beverages 

Tim Marsh  
Executive Vice President, COSCO SHIPPING Logistics (North America) 
Moderator: Sundar Raman 
Director of Road to Supply Chain Leadership Program, Department of Supply Chain 
Management, Rutgers University 
Former Vice President for Global Supply Chain, The Estee Lauder Companies, Inc. 

The Human Side of Supply Chain 
Transformation: Talent, Leadership, 
and Change Management 

10:45-11:30 Bala Sreenivasan 
Senior Vice President - Global Supply and Value Chain Management at Merck & Co 

Built to Bend, Not Break: AI Enabled 
Agility and Resilience in 
Pharmaceutical Supply Chains 

11:30-12:15 Justin Dillon  
CEO, FRDM AI 

How Supply Chain Risk Management 
Is Being Revolutionized in The 
Agentic Age 

12:15-13:30 Lunch Break 

  



 

Monday, June 22, 2026 (Continued) 

13:30-14:10 James J. Gowen 
SVP - Transformation & New Revenue, Chief Sustainability Officer, Verizon 

Delivering a Sustainable and 
Resilient Supply Chain 

14:10-15:00 Panel Discussion 
Jag Gill 
Co-Founder & CEO, VERTRU, Visiting Senior Fellow, Center for Global Affairs, New 
York University  

Jeffrey Hermann 
Chairman & CEO, Hermann Services, Inc 

Jermaine Pharmes 
Director of Business Development and Community Engagement New Jersey 
Economic Development Authority 

Moderator: Jeana Wirtenberg 
Professor of Professional Practice, Management & Global Business Department, 
Rutgers University, and Executive Director of Rutgers Institute for Corporate Social 
Innovation 

Future-Proofing Supply Chains: 
Managing Climate & Operational 
Risks 
 

15:00-15:30 Coffee Break 

15:30-16:15 Yao Zhao 
Professor, Department of Supply Chain Management, Rutgers University 
Co-Director of Rutgers Supply Chain Analytics Laboratory 

The Supply Chain Butterfly Effect 

16:15-17:00 Panel Discussion 
Rob Burrows 
Vice President - Global Clinical Supply Chain, Bristol Myers Squibb 

Jennifer Chew 
Global Head of Consulting, Bristlecone  
Bawana Radhakrishnan 
Former Sr. VP Global Supply Chain & Procurement, Digital Transformation, Colgate-
Palmolive 

Debdatta Sinha Roy 
Principal Research Scientist - Operations Research and Data Science, Oracle 

Moderator: Kevin Lyons 
Professor of Professional Practice and Director of Rutgers Center for Local Supply 
Chain Resiliency 

Skills That Matter: Workforce Trends 
in Supply Chain and Analytics 

17:30-19:00 Reception  

 

 

  



 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

Time (EDT) Speakers/Panelists Topics 

9:00-9:40 Kevin Shang  
Joseph J. Ruvane, Jr. Distinguished Professor, Duke University 

From Structure to Data: Simple and 
Effective Inventory Policies with 
Covariates 

9:40-10:25 Panel Discussion 
Manish Airen 
Senior Vice President, Management Consulting for Spinnaker SCA 

Michael Altman 
Global Head of Strategic Initiatives, Kenvue 

Sandeep Dhar  
Sr. Director Global Supply Chain, Johnson & Johnson 

Robert Kalbach  
Director, Consulting - Healthcare Life Sciences, Bristlecone 

Moderator: John Impellizzeri 
Director of the Rutgers Center for Supply Chain Management 
Former CFO and CPO at Schindler Elevator 

Inventory Intelligence: Balancing 
Analytics, Agility and Execution  

10:25-10:35 Break 

10:35-11:15 Frank Chen 
Chair Professor and Former Dean of College of Business, City University of Hong Kong 

Can Financial Instruments Hedge 
Newsvendor Profit Risk? A Data-
Driven Framework 

11:15-12:25 Finalists of the Doctoral Dissertation Awards 
Moderator: Lian Qi 
Chair and Professor, Department of Supply Chain Management, Rutgers University 

Sponsored by 

 
12:25-12:30 Lian Qi 

Chair and Professor, Department of Supply Chain Management, Rutgers University 

Closing Remarks 

 


